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SUBJ: ISRAELI PRESS REACTION WESTERN WALL VISIT CONTROVERSY 

1. ISRAELI PRESS JUNE 29 HIGHLIGHTS COMPROMISE SOLUTION 
CONCERNING VP MONDALE'S VISIT TO WESTERN WALL. 

IN HEADLINE STORIES THE JERUSALEM POST (BLITZER) AND AL 
HAMISHMAR (SHEHORI) BOTH QUOTE A JUNE 28 STATEMENT ISSUED BY 
THE VP'S OEFICE. BLITZER AND HAARETZ (MARCUS) 

REPORT THAT OFFICIALS WITH THE VP SAID AT A 
BRIEFING, "OUR POLICY ISNT BEING CHANGED. IT CONTINUES 
TO BE WHAT IT HAS BEEN." 
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2. GOI OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY REACTED WITH SATISEACTION TO 
THE LAST MINUTE RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM OF THE WALL 
VISIT. THEY SAID THE VP'S DECISION 

HAD EFFECTIVELY REMOVED WHAT COULD HAVE BECOME 
A CLOUD OVER THE ENTIRE VISIT. RECOGNIZING THAT THE VP'S 
VISIT TO THE WALL WOULD STILL BE CLASSIFIED AS PRIVATE, THEY 
REPORTEDLY SAID, "WE COULD HARDLY HAVE EXPECTED TO BREAK 
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THE AMERICAN POSITION " OF NON-RECOGNITION OF EAST JERU- 
SALEM AS PART OF ISRAEL. WITH RESPECT TO THE QUESTION 
OF LIMOUSINE FLAGS, GOI OFFICIALS ARE REPORTED TO HAVE IN- 
DICATED EARLIER THIS WEEK THAT THEY WOULD DEMAND THAT THE 
FLAGS REMAIN ON THE LIMOUSINE WHILE IT WAS IN EAST JERU- 
SALEM. HOWEVER, IN LIGHT OF THE COMPROMISE SOLUTION ANNOUNCED 
BY THE VP'S OFFICE, THE ISSUE OF FLAGS IS EX- 
PECTED TO BE ALLOWED TO FADE. DA VAR (BLOCH) REPORTS THAT 
IN THE PM'S OFFICE, MAYOR TEDDY KOLLEK OF 

JERUSALEM WAS HIGHLY PRAISED FOR HIS PROUD AND COURAGEOUS 
STAND ON THE ISSUE. BLOCH ALSO WRITES THAT IN THE COURSE 
OF AMB LEWIS' TALK WITH PM BEGIN JUNE 28, 

BEGIN EMPHASIZED THE GRAVITY WITH WHICH ISRAEL VIEWED A 
MONDALE VISIT TO THE WALL WITHOUT AN OFFICIAL ESCORT. LATER, 
BLOCH SAYS, THE VP PHONED THE AMB AND ASKED HIM TO 
CALL KOLLEK TO INVITE HIM TO ACCOMPANY VP ON THE VISIT. 

3. MAYOR KOLLEK'S REACTION TO THE COMPROMISE IS ALSO RE- 
PORTEDLY FAVORABLE. HE ANNOUNCED LAST NIGHT THAT HE WOULD 
ACCEPT THE VP'S INVITATION TO ACCOMPANY 

HIM TO THE WALL, AND HE DECLARED THE CRISIS OVER THE MONDALE 
VISIT OVER. "I WAS JUST TRYING TO EXPRESS A PROTEST AGAINST 
AN UNNECESSARY INSULT," KOLLEK REPORTEDLY SAID OF HIS 
BOYCOTT WARNING. "THE INSULT HAS NOW BEEN REMOVED. 

THIS COULD HAVE BEEN SOLVED AMICABLY BEFORE IT BECAME AN 
ISSUE. IF IT HAD BEEN ARRANGED FOR ME TO RECEIVE HIM AT 
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THE ENTRANCE TO THE CITY WITH BREAD AND SALT, THAT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENT. I WOULD HAVE BROUGHT JEWS AND ARABS 
AND REPS OF OTHER COMMUNITIES. THIS SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN THOUGHT OF BEFORE HIS VISIT WAS ANNOUNCED." ASKED 
WHETHER WASHINGTON'S EMPHASIS ON THE PERSONAL NATURE OF THE 
INVITATION DID NOT NEGATE ANY RECOGNITION OF HIM AS MAYOR 
OF JERUSALEM, HE SAID, "VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE DIDNT 
MAKE ME THE MAYOR OF JERUSALEM, ONLY THE CITIZENS OF 
JERUSALEM DID." 

4. THE POST (RABINOVICH) SEES THE COMPROMISE FORMULA 
PROPOSED BY WASHINGTON AS PERMITTING A FACE-SAVING DETOUR 
AROUND A DIPLOMATIC CONFRONTATION THAT NEITHER SIDE WANTED. 
WHILE WASHINGTON CAN NOW STRESS THE PERSONAL AND NON-POLI- 
TICAL NATURE OF THE VP'S VISIT TO THE WALL WITH 

HIS "FRIEND " MAYOR TEDDY KOLLEK, JERUSALEM CAN SATISFY 
ITSELF THAT KOLLEK'S PRESENCE IN ITSELF IS AN UNDENIABLE 
POLITICAL FACT. IN AN EDITORIAL DA VAR WRITES THAT HAD 
MONDALE'S ADVISERS NOT MISTAKEN THE SHADOWS OF MOUNTAINS 
FOR REAL MOUNTAINS, THE VP'S VISIT TO THE 

WESTERN WALL, ESCORTED BY THE MAYOR OF JERUSALEM, WOULD 
HAVE HAD NO POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. WHAT COULD BE MORE 
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NATURAL, DA VAR ASKS, THAN FOR THE VP TO VISIT 
THE WALL IN THE COMPANY OP MAYOR KOLLEK? HE HAS APTER ALL, 
ESCORTED MR MONDALE BEPORE, AND AT A TIME WHEN BOTH WERE 
ELECTED OFPICIALS. FURTHERMORE, DA VAR ARGUES, THE US 
VP CAN SURELY DO WHAT THE EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT 
HAS DONE. DAVAR DEPENDS MAYOR KOLLEK'S STAND ON THE ISSUE, 
ASSERTING THAT NEITHER HE NOR THE GOI COULD HAVE REACTED 
OTHERWISE. ALTHOUGH DAVAR SEES THE COMPROMISE AS AN EMER- 
GENCY SOLUTION, IT PINDS IT ACCEPTABLE NONETHELESS. NEITHER 
SIDE SHOULD BE INTERESTED IN CREATING ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS 
POR THE OTHER, PARTICULARLY WHEN THE MAIN OBJECT OP THE 
VP'S VISIT IS TO DEMONSTRATE THE GOOD WILL OF 
THE GREATEST OP DEMOCRACIES TOWARD THE ONLY DEMOCRACY IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST. 
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5. AL HAMISHMAR CONCLUDES THAT ACCORDING TO POLITICAL 
CIRCLES, THE ENDLESS BACK AND FORTH BETWEEN WASHINGTON 
AND JERUSALEM OVER THIS ISSUE HAS LEFT A CERTAIN TASTE 

OF BITTERNESS WHICH COULD OVERSHADOW THE SUCCESS OF THE 
VP'S VISIT. AND THIS, SHEHORI ADDS, AT A TIME WHEN 
THERE IS ALREADY TENSION BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS IN 
VIEW OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S "GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT" AT 
ISRAEL'S POSITIONS. 

6. IN AFTERNOON EDITORIALS JUST RECEIVED YEDIOT AND MA'ARIV 
BOTH EXPRESS DISMAY OVER THE CONTROVERSY. YEDIOT CONGRATU- 
LATES MAYOR KOLLEK FOR HIS FIRM STAND, ASSERTING THAT IF 
THE VP WAS PLANNING TO COME TO ISRAEL TO HUMILIATE 
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THE CITIZENS OF JERUSALEM BY DEMONSTRATING HIS OPPOSITION 
TO THE CITY'S UNIFICATION, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER HAD 
HE NOT COME AT ALL. MA'ARIV CALLS THE COMPROMISE "BOTH 
FAIR AND LAME," EQUALLY SATISFYING AND DISAPPOINTING TO 
BOTH SIDES. THE GOI, MA'ARIV ASSERTS, COULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
EXPECTED TO AGREE TO OMITTING EAST JERUSALEM FROM THE VP'S 
ITINERARY. THE "JERUSALEM INCIDENT" IS ALL THE 
MORE DISCONCERTING SINCE IT INVOLVES A US STATESMAN WHO 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN KNOWN FOR HIS STAUNCH PRO-ISRAEL STANDS. 

IN SPITE OF THE COMPROMISE, THE CONTROVERSY WILL STILL HANG 
OVER THE VISIT LIKE A DARK CLOUD. IT MIGHT BE ADVISABLE, 
MA'ARIV CONCLUDES, TO COMPROMISE ISRAELI RESPONSE TO THE 
VISIT AS WELL - SOMEWHERE BETWEEN EXCESSIVE ENTHUSIASM 
AND VARIOUS THREATS TO DEMONSTRATE AGAINST THE VP. 

FULL TEXTS OF EDITORIALS FOLLOW. LEWIS 
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